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other hand, you are constantly- brought. face. to face with
factb which must make you humble. You are called upon
to. deal with the mysterious. phenomena of life, and the
phenomena, still more mysterious, of death! And how
often,'when you have exhausted all your skill, will you
have to exclaim over the remains of those whom no
efforts of yours could preserve in life: 'IUnless the Lord
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain! "
Suchi being the high ideal set before medical students, it is
incumbent on all to see that any one desiring to enter its
ranks should, in addition to acquiring the necessary technical
instruction to pursue their profession, possess those qualities
that are summed up in the word " gentleman." Mere know-
ledge or purely professional attainments are not sufficient;
other qualities of the heart are necessary-he must be not
only a gentleman in manners, but also a man of tender feeling
aiid sympathetic withal. 'John Gregory, Professor of Medicine
in Edinburgh, in his Observations on the Duties and Offices
of a Physician, first.published in 1770, but republished in a
more correct-form by the author in 1772, drew the fine word-
picture of a physician: " The true. dignity of physic is to be
maintained by the superior learning and abilities of those
who profess it, by the liberal sentiments of gentlemen, and
by that openness and candour which disdain all artifice
which invite a free inquiry and which by this means boldly
bid- defiance to all that illiberal ridicule and abuse which
medicine has been so much exposed to." He himself
in his deportment bore an exact resembance to the
portrait which he draws. Mr. Bettany has struck
off in the following passage the wide and cosmo-
politan sphere of the duties of the true physician:
" The profession of medicine, having for its end the common
good of mankind, knows nothing of national enmities, of
political strife, of sectarian divisions. Disease and pain the
sole conditions of its ministry, it is disquieted by no misgiv-
ings about the justice or the honesty of its client's cause, but
dispenses its peculiar benefits without stint or scruple to men
of every country or party, and rank, and religion, and to men
of no religion at all. And, like the quality of mercy of which
it is the favourite handmaid, it ' blesses him that gives and
him that takes,' rendering continually to our hearts and
understanding the most impressive lessons, the most solemn
warnings."
Professor Stirling also spoke of the education of the

physician, pointing out that Horace had the true conception
of what should be education-the conception, indeed, carried
by the very meaning of the.word. It did not mean putting
something in but really drawing something out. Education
should bring out the natural powers and good culture
strengthen the spirit. Wherever these principles were want-
ing vice contaminated what was naturally goo(d.

Finally, Dr. Stirling referred to the noble words of Syden-
ham, the English Hippocrates, to be found in the preface to
S.ydenham's works by at am: " That whoever took up medi-
cine should seriously consider that he must one day render
to the Supreme Judge an account of the lives of those sick
men who had been entrusted to his care. Secondly, that his
skill and science were to be specially directed towards the
honour of his Maker and the welfare. of his fellow creatures;
and, thirdly, that it was no mean or ignoble animal that he
dealt with. For these and like reasons he'mustrender aid to
the distressed with the geater care, with the kindlier spirit,
and with the stronger fellow-feeling."

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS.
THE following entrance scholarships and certificates have
been awarded in connexion with the opening of the winter
session:-King's College (University of London): Sambrooke
Medical Scholarships-H. L. Gauntlett, £6o, R. C. Paris,
£40; Warneford Entrance Medical Scholarship-E. G. Gaunt-
lett, £75. Westminster Hospital Medical School: EpEom
Scholarship (i io guineas) to Mr. J. A. Hicks; First Scholar-
ship in Arts (£60) to Mr. J. N. Beadles ;National Science
Scholarship (£60) to Mr. G. G. James; Second Scholarship in
Arts (£40) to Mr. A. W. Hayward; Second Science Scholar-
ship (£4o) to Mr. G. H. Curtis.

THE RETIREMENT OF THE GENERAL'
SECRETARY.

AT a meeting of the Birmingham and Midland Counties
Branch, held on- October gth, the following resolution, pro-
posed by Dr. R. SAUNDBY, seconded by Sir JAMES SAWYER,
was unanimously carried:
That this meeting of the Birmingham and Midland Counties Branch of

the British Medical Association desires to place on record its warm
appreciation of the great and lengthened services rendered to the Associa-
tion by Mr. Francis Fowke, the late General Secretary; and to express
great regret that failing health should have compelled him to resign his
appointment. He may be assured that he carries with him In his retire-
ment the best wishes of the members of this Branch, with which he has
been specially connected by many local ties.
At a meeting of the North of England Branch on OctobEr

ist the PRESIDENT moved:
That this Branch hears with regret of the retirement owing to ill-health

of Mr. Francis Fowke from the General Secretaryship of the Association,
and desires to express its grateful appreciation of bis long and faithful
services to the Association. It also trusts that a period of well-earned
rest may be the means of restoring Mr. Fowke's health.
Dr. J. MURPHY seconded, and referred to his intimate know-
ledge of Mr. Fowke's work. He said that Mr. Fowke's one
idea was the welfare of the Association. The resolution was
carried unanimously.

THE SUPPLY AND PAYMENT OF " LOCUM
TENENTES."

LOCUM Z., in the course of a further letter on this subject,
writes: In reply to Dr. Holland Wright I should like to ask
him two rather pertinent questions, and they are tl,ege.
First, how does he and do his fellow general practitioneiKs
charge their patients? Is it according to a uniform scale
depending entirely on time engaged, skill employed, and
distance travelled whatever the means and position of the
patient, or is it according to the apparent means and position
of the patient or guardian? It needs no reply. Therefore
what is " sauce for the goose " should also be " sauce for the
gander." They would not like to have fees arranged so that
they were compelled to send in a bill for £50 for a case of
typhoid fever in a patient who could not afford ,£ or only £5
to a millionaire for some trifling ailment who couli afford 5X
a visit. They like, therefore, to charge patients on a principle
that is not only most to their interest and peace of mind, but
which is undoubtedly morally most just and equitable, seeing
that diseases come providentially upon poor and rich alike,
and mostly through no moral fault of their own; but when it
is proposed to make them share their income with locum, or
assistant, on identically the same principle they hold up their
hands in indignation. Secondly, who are really responsible
for the demoralization of this "destitute" class of men, on
whom nevertheless they all rely not only to act as substitutes
at a moment's notice, but also to learn by intuition the mar-
vellous ins and outs of their mostly dark surgeries, with filthy
indecipherable labels, and utter chaotic disarrangement of
bottles, standing often one behind the other three or four
deep? The men who reward them so niggardly would find it
far more to their interest to foster a class of self-respecting
and reliable men, who are not on the " staff" (!) of any lay
agency, and are not therefore compelled to camp out in public-
houses in its neighbourhood with portmanteaus ready packed
all day long waiting for a "job" like any poor docker. Let us
have a real professional and thoroughly responsible medical
bureau conducted in such away that men can wait their turns
at their own homes or at an adjacent private club, and which
shall at the same time be able to call principals to book by
demanding a statement of income, etc., if a locum or assistant
has good reasons for thinking he has been meanly or treache-
rously treated. The assistant's share, in myopinion, ought to
be a fourth outdoor, or a fifth with rooms, or a sixth indoor,
and to get a decent share of the work accordingly and not
only the dregs, and he would differ from a partner in not
being able to draw out capital on leaving. Moreover, he
should either be paid the third equivalent for loctum work or
get a holiday two-thirds of the principal's, or be paid his


